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  NORTHERN PIEDMONT                       RETRIEVER CLUB   

Dedicated to promoting the skills and breeding of working retrievers.

A NAHRA Affiliated Organization 
                                2007 Second Trimester Newsletter

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:

Greetings All!

 

I hope the beautiful Fall weather we’re having has everyone out hunting or tuning up your dogs for the upcoming season.  Although we all love to play the game at hunt tests, for most of us, this is the time of the year we all look forward to and can enjoy the time out with dogs that, for the most part, are superior to what the average hunter takes out.  And that can give us many moments of real pride in a job well done.

 

After successfully hosting the 2007 RAW, NPRC once again put on an outstanding Fall test.  What’s particularly rewarding is seeing many of our members qualify dogs for the first time at the Intermediate and Senior levels.  For those who have, and who have put in the time to train, you know that it can be a very rewarding and memorable experience, well worth the effort.  Congratulations to all!  We are VERY proud of you!!!

 

Please check on the club’s website for information on our upcoming training sessions and our Winter banquet in January.  Who knows what the chefs will be cooking for that!

 

Enjoy the season and if you have a particularly interesting day hunting, either locally or at some out-of-state venue, please drop me an e-mail with details and pictures.

 

Gone hunting!

Jon
 NPRC                 2007 Second Trimester Newsletter                                 Page 2

2007 NPRC OFFICERS

President:          jonvernam at yahoo dot comemail:  Jon Vernam
   717-834-4074
    



Vice-President: choclab at crosslink dot net email:

  Mike Tome
   301-834-6709     
Sec/Treasurer:
 Tom Johnston
   717-444-3691     email: tkjohnston at pa dot net
Training:
 Frank Plewa        717-334-7135
    email:  swampcop at superpa dot net
Newsletter:         Larry Housman   410-837-5873     email:  lshousman at netzero dot com 
Board of Directors

Dotty Waldrep
717-292-9158

                          

Bob Andrews
610-473-2299
email:  nitro1 at dejazzd dot com
     
   

Jeff Riebling
717-630-9422
email:   JeffRiebling at aol dot com 


Bruce Jenkins
717-258-6197
email: scuzlbt at aol dot com
______________________________________________________________________________

CLUB SPONSORS

[image: image1.png]FOWL WEATHER ADVENTURES
GUIDED WATERFOWL HUNTS GUN DOGS
« South Central Pennsylvania « Labrador Retricvers
« Field and Water Blinds « Stud Service
* Baoking Hours from 6-9 pm * Puppies

Frank Plewa -
1479 Hanover Road
Gettysburg, PA 17325
7173347135




MIKE TOME

BRUNSWICK, MARYLAND

BRUCE JENKINS

BOILING SPRINGS, PENNSYLVANIA

______________________________________________________________________________

MEMBER UPDATES

New email for Mike Tome:  Choclab06 at comcast dot net 
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WAY TO GO
Tom Johnston and Mabel


Senior Pass at the RAW in June
     




Senior Pass at the NPRC Fall Test in September

Karen Johnston and Meto


Started Pass at the NPRC Fall Test in September 

Dan Schmidt and Koda


Intermediate Pass at the Southern Maryland HRC in April

Mike George and Diva


Two Hunter Passes at NPRC in April

John Corman and Gunner


Three Senior Passes at NPRC in April






Senior Pass at Southern Maryland in April

                                                                 
AKC Senior Pass at Keystone in August

                   



Two Senior Passes at the NPRC Fall Test in September 

Mike Minchoff and Gauge


AKC Senior  Pass at Keystone in June

                                           


NAHRA Senior Pass at Hudson Highlands in September

Dee Minchoff and Ripken


Two Started Passes at the NPRC Fall Test in September



Bill Brown and Jet


Two Started Passes at the NPRC Fall Test in September








Larry Housman and Nils


Senior Pass at Southern Maryland in April

Larry Housman and The Goon

Two Senior Passes at Navesink in April

            




Senior Pass at the RAW in June

                               


Senior Pass at SWPA in August

                



AKC Master Pass at PVGRC in October







Dottie Waldrep and Spinner

Senior Pass at Southern Maryland in April






Two Senior Passes at NPRC in April






Two Senior Passes at Hudson Highlands in April – GMHR Title!
                



Two Senior Passes at the NPRC Fall Test in September
Jeff Riebling and Patch


Two Hunter Passes at NPRC in April

Jeff Riebling and Tank


Two Hunter Passes at NPRC in April

     




Two Senior Passes at the NPRC Fall Test in September 

Kristin Vernam and Sky


Two Hunter Passes at NPRC in April

Mike Tome and Deuce


One Hunter Pass at NPRC in April

            




Two Intermediate Passes @  NPRC Fall Test in September–WR Title!
Jeff Riebling and Kali


Senior Pass at the RAW in June






Two Senior Passes at NPRC in April

                              


Senior Pass at Hudson Highlands – GMHRCH Title!!
                



Two Senior Passes at the NPRC Fall Test in September 

     




Senior Pass at the So Md Test in October

  




Senior Pass at the Old Dominion Test in October

                     



Two Finished HRC Passes at James River in October
Bruce Jenkins and Belle


Senior Pass at the RAW in June






Two Senior Passes at NPRC in April       








Three Senior Passes at the NPRC Fall Test in September 
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WAY TO GO (continued)
Bill Everly and Gunner


Intermediate Pass at the NPRC Fall Test in September 

Frank Plewa and Trouble


Senior Pass at the RAW in June

Jackie Lutskus and Juice


AKC Senior  Pass at the Lab. Ret. Club of the Potomac in May

    




AKC Senior  Pass at the Swamp Dog Club in July

AKC Senior Pass at Keystone in August 

   
Intermediate Pass at the Southern Maryland HRC in April – WR Title!                                 
Intermediate Pass at the NE Regional

                       



AKC Senior Pass at PVGRC in October 

      




NAHRA Senior Pass at the NPRC Fall Test in September

       




AKC Senior Pass at Susquehanna in October – SH Title!
Leo Betancourt and Vaya


Two Started Passes at NPRC in April






Started Pass at Southern Maryland in April – SR Title!
Frank Plewa and Kernel


Senior Pass at the RAW in June






Two Senior Passes at NPRC in April

    




Three Senior Passes at the NPRC Fall Test in September 

Frank Plewa and Carbon


Senior Pass at the RAW in June






Two Senior Passes at NPRC in April

      




Three Senior Passes at the NPRC Fall Test in September
Frank Plewa and Gadget


Senior Pass at the RAW in June

Bill Whiteford and Cinder


Senior Pass at the RAW in June






Two Senior Passes at NPRC in April

    




Three Senior Passes at the NPRC Fall Test in September 

Jon Vernam and Lea


Senior Pass at the RAW in June

Bill Whiteford and Raven


Senior Pass at the RAW in June






Three Senior Passes at NPRC in April

   




Three Senior Passes at the NPRC Fall Test in September 

Bill Whiteford and Cricket


Senior Pass at the RAW in June






Three Senior Passes at NPRC in April

    




Three Senior Passes at the NPRC Fall Test in September 
Ken Adamik & Brew


Started Pass at SWPA in August – SR Title!






Four AKC Junior Passes – JH Title!
If you’re not listed, it’s because you didn’t tell me and make me write it down!  Let me know and I’ll make sure you make the next edition.  Also, if you got a title and it’s not on the website, email me and I’ll get it on.  Include the full registered name of your dog.
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ANNUAL PICNIC AT STARVIEW SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

Our annual picnic and dog follies was once again held on the spacious grounds of the Starview Sportsmen’s Club in beautiful York County on Saturday, July 7th.    Thanks as always to Denny and Sherry, who continue to put on a great party for our fairly disreputable group.  Congratulations to the winners of the various doggie games.  I believe the fastest dog was a lab.  
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Miss Daisy with two ribbons from the Hudson Highlands Test in April (Photo courtesy Jackie Lutskus)

MINDLESS RAMBLINGS  

I had a very interesting week leading up to the RAW.  Our good friend Tom Cutchall asked for some help putting on a retriever demo at the Franklin County Youth Day the Saturday before the RAW, and while I had never participated in one before, Tom and his kids have helped out at many of our tests in the past, so I took the lads up to Waynesboro to repay the favor.  I was more than a little leery of spending an entire day undoing all my pre-RAW training just 4 days before opening day, but life doesn’t always have the best timing, and it was what it was.  I was joined (eventually) by Jon Vernam and Tom Johnston (who gutlessly left Mabel at home!), and in the end it turned out to be the most fun day I’ve had with my dogs in recent memory.

Being from the People’s Republic to the south, we don’t really have much of anything directed at exposing kids to the outdoors, hunting, fishing, etc. and I was just amazed at the range of activities that were on display.  (To be fair, if you want your child to grow up as a government employee or other taxpayer-supported opportunist, Maryland is your state!)  I would have been perfectly happy to follow the circuit with the kids, but alas I was tied to my station all day, except for the hot dog and donut?????  luncheon spread that was included.   

I was very impressed with the kids themselves.  I would have thought that with close to 175 coming through during the day, some of them would have gotten on my nerves.  Never happened.  It was a polite, respectful group, more so than the average group of handlers watching a test dog!  Even the poor misguided ones who seemed more interested in the guns, boats or tomahawk throwing than the dogs were attentive and not at all disruptive.  Almost restores my faith in humanity!

Talk about an easy audience, all these kids really wanted to do was see the dogs fetch bumpers, mostly from the water.  Steadiness was a barely recognized attribute, and while we did some simple blind retrieves, I think they were mostly filler until we got to the bumpers in the water portion of the festivities.  If I set out to create a training regimen to facilitate creeping and breaking I couldn’t have improved on what these kids were able to do in easy, 20 minute sessions!  Those of you that have watched Nils run over the years can only imagine what he was like by about 10 AM, let alone by the close of festivities at 5 PM!  
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But the whole focus of the day was having fun, and that’s what we did.  After I realized that any meaningful rules enforcement or standards were pretty much out of the question, and just went with the flow, we and the dogs had as much fun as the kids.  The time really flew by, and it was a very liberating feeling to just have fun and not worry about how the dogs were behaving.  So that Saturday was a great day, and really restored my faith in this whole retriever thing, which sometimes is tested by the two-footers we encounter from time to time.

Since Frotcher’s is almost a 2 ½ hour drive from home, I stayed up in Chambersburg Saturday night so I could make it to the training session early.  Needless to say, steadiness was high on my agenda, and surprisingly enough the boys got right back in the groove.  We did some 3 foot breaking birds, and both the boys did fine, even Nils.  I thought we were marginally more organized than usual that day, so I got in two series before I had to leave, and was happy to get in the work.  Dick Winton, in from Arizona for the RAW, joined us, and I think we impressed him that we could look hopelessly inept on the surface, but actually pull off some solid scenarios when push came to shove.  
*          *          *          *          *          *          *          *

I think that many have written up the details on the RAW on the website, so I won’t really spend much time on it here.  Suffice to say that we did a  great job of pulling it off.

*          *          *          *          *          *          *          *

In the interest of getting this newsletter finished and out, I won’t pontificate much more.  I do want to give out a couple of “atta boys” and one “atta girl” though.  Jeff and Kali got her 1000 points, and that is a tremendous accomplishment that only a couple of dogs in the club have achieved.  Just as importantly, however, we are having more and more of our folks passing at higher levels and  titling.  Look at the Way To Go section, and new names are popping up all over the place: Dan and Koda, Mike M. and Gauge, Mike T. and Deuce, Bill and Gunner and Jackie and Juice. We’re also getting a few folks trying some of the other doggie games, and I think that’s a good thing too.  Jackie and Juice just got their AKC SH title last weekend, and that is no easy feat.  Kali passed two HRC Finished tests a couple of weeks ago, and I believe those are a first for the club.  I think what this shows about the club is that we have a pretty good program going, and that anybody that is willing to put in the time and effort to really train their dog to a higher level can succeed.  So congratulations all, and enjoy hunting season!

