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FALL HUNT TEST (continued)

Other club dogs getting titles included Mike Minchoff and Magnum, who have stuck with it since our Spring Test to get their SR title, and Jeff Riebling and Kali, who got their MHR in spite of Kali being what, about a year old???  And in addition to Raven, Bill Whiteford got MHR’s on Cinder and Cricket, who are even younger.  Nice to know we have folks around who really know what they are doing.
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Meanwhile, back at test headquarters, Kernel beats a hasty retreat from some sort of mischief involving beverages and spot-a-pots.  (Note to next year’s test chairman – increase distance from beverage holding area to hygiene facilities!)    









Photo courtesy Robert Patton
_____________________________________________________________________________
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Newly recuperated from her suspected ACL injury, a once

again frisky MHR Maggie Mo Vernam shows off two pheas-

ants a friend of her Dad’s shot.  Photo courtesy Jon Vernam.
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Pup and Handler are at a standoff regarding the return trip at the October training session in Maryland.
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MINDLESS RAMBLINGS (mostly more inane reflections on our Fall Test)

2004 Dues notices will be going out in early December.  Please save the under-compensated administrative staff some aggravation by paying promptly.

*     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *
Congratulations again to Bill Whiteford and Raven on their GMHRCH.  One of the sidelights to Bill’s weekend was that, because of the momentous occasion, his wife Colleen was brave enough to join him at one of our dog fests and we actually got an opportunity to meet her.  Hope we didn’t put you off too much and that you’ll come back again – Bill does so much better with on-site adult supervision ( !

*     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *

We had great bird boys the entire weekend.  Only once did I see one of them cautioned for shoddy work, and my personal hero Rick Johnston redeemed himself by coming up with a welder for the trailer the club president broke in his mêlée with the opossum.  Rick was also instrumental in saving Nils’ bacon on the senior III land series when he and his other merry mates, Bruce Jenkins, Mike George and Tim Auxt, had their phasers set on “stun” and only dazed the shot flyer, resulting in a bird that hopped along the ground like a Mexican jumping bean and was impossible to overrun.

*     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *

Doug Jaffe did an excellent job judging Senior I on Friday, and also got two Intermediate passes with Sly on Saturday and Sunday, thereby qualifying for their WR if I’m not mistaken. His most difficult charge of the weekend, however, was sidling up to me Friday morning following a series of land marks that lasted about 10 minutes, including a wretched display of ineffectual handling, and letting me know my day was once again over early.  He thus spared his Yankee-loving co-judge, Frank Plewa, from any guilt regarding a subsequent murder/suicide attempt back at the parking lot.  Thanks also to Val for trusting me later in the day with a fairly sharp knife as I did penance back in the kitchen at the pavilion.
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Not unlike Kobe & Shaq, Nils frankly expresses his opinion of the sub-par handling he received at  the Senior I water series.       Photo courtesy Joel Matz.

*     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *

In looking at the list of club dogs that entered our test, it’s pretty obvious that we have a bunch of experienced dogs running at the senior level, and a bigger bunch running at started, but not too many running intermediate. It’s always going to be that way, as the step up to Intermediate is a big one, but I really hope all you folks running Started will stick with it, and really make an effort to step up over the winter and be ready for next spring.  This club is designed to allow handlers and dogs to make that step, and if you really want to do it there’s absolutely no reason you can’t.
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MINDLESS RAMBLINGS  (continued)

For those of you not at the October training session, Frank spent all Sunday morning working with the younger dogs on simple water marks, adding complexity as he moved on, until most were doing water re-entries while avoiding bank running both ways.  The most valuable part of the session to me, more so than the opportunity to learn the re-entry scenario itself, was watching how he built on simple concepts gradually, to allow the dogs to absorb a more complex whole.  That’s the kind of experience you can get in this club, if you take the time to pay attention and take advantage of the help that’s available to you.

Training in cold weather has its obvious disadvantages: frozen water, less daylight, hunting season conflicts.  But it also has its advantages – fewer distractions, no heat stress on the dogs, no big tests coming up to lure you into taking shortcuts.  So make your training time count – determine what you need to work on, figure out how best to work on it, and then do it.  For my part, The Goon has some mouth issues and control problems.  So that’s what we’ll be concentrating on in addition to really starting our handling drills in earnest.  We’ll do some water work before it gets too cold, but as long as we have a solid foundation on land by the time Spring rolls around, it won’t be that hard to transfer the basics to water.  The key is getting the land work down, and we all have five months to do it.

By the way, an additional advantage we’ll have this winter is that Frank is in puppy training mode too, and will be that much more attuned to what our young dogs need as well.
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The Armstrong Property in Frederick County, Maryland, site of the October training session.   This is one of the most gorgeous training areas you’ll ever come across.  A dog has just reentered the water from one of the many peninsulas dotting the property.
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At the October training session, Dotty Waldrep looks on as Becky      Mike Tome and Frank Plewa watch Barr make a retrieve. Jahnke, the early favorite for the 2004 “Frank Plewa Amish Trainer

 of the Year” award, takes a break with Scout.
