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  NORTHERN PIEDMONT                       RETRIEVER CLUB   

Dedicated to promoting the skills and breeding of working retrievers.

A NAHRA Affiliated Organization 
                        2004 Second Quarter Newsletter

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:

Over the years I have often been asked: “Is it necessary to belong to a dog club to train a finished retriever?”  My standard response generally starts with: “It depends on what you think a ‘finished retriever’ is.” For many of us, training, testing and hunting retrievers is a big part of our lives. To us a finished retriever may mean something completely different than the guy who just wants a decent marking dog that is simply steady and delivers to hand. (If you have hunted public land you know that most retrievers people hunt with are neither steady nor reliable in their delivery.)

Over the past several months NPRC has gained several new members. These people are both new to the club and new to the dog sport world. We, as a club, need to be aware that these new members may have a variety of expectations and needs they are seeking from NPRC. Not every dog that joins the club needs to be on the GMHR track. And that is OK. NPRC’s mission is broader than producing NAHRA titles; we want to produce great gun dogs and promote the breeding of dogs that meet the needs of the average hunter.

Each NPRC member needs to take an active role with new members and help them define what they want for their dog and what they want from NPRC. Each new member needs to understand that NPRC can provide a variety of help tailored to the specific expectations you have for your dog. 

Belonging to a club like NPRC offers far more advantages than simply paying $10 to stand in the hot sun or cold rain and throw dead smelly ducks (although that is the club perk that first becomes apparent to new members.)  It gives you access to a network of dog training experience and know-how that you simply cannot get training by yourself, even with the best books and videos. Chances are, no matter how crazy a problem you may be having with your dog, someone else in the club has already had it and figured out how to fix it. Belonging to a club provides you access to this type of training expertise. But you need to take advantage of it, both at training sessions and in between. Call, email, write, whatever, but ask!
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (continued)

As such, related to the above, I am herein issuing the very first NPRC Executive Order 04-01 related to Improved Training Communications and New Member Mentoring. NPRC EO 04-01 includes the following provisions:

1) All members are encouraged to write training tips for inclusion in the newsletter. These Training Tips can be as simple or as complex as necessary to deal with a specific training issue. They should be about a limited topic, which can be dealt with in a short article (i.e.: “how to make your dog sit quickly on a whistle” rather than: “handling in three nights”, you get the point). So as not to be yet another un-funded government mandate, anyone who submits a usable Training Tip to the newsletter will receive a free training session for one dog.

2) Persons organizing scenarios at training sessions should, to the extent possible, populate bird stations with one experienced member and one new member. The experienced member should, to the extent tolerable by the new member, provide Dick Vitale-like color analysis of what is happening when the various dogs are running.

3) Both new and experienced members should openly volunteer information at training sessions when the scenario leader asks: “what do you want to work on today with your dog?” Experienced members who do not have an answer to this question will be relegated to the “blind planter-can’t see the marks station”. New members who do not have an answer to this question will be remanded to the custody of Plewa or Vernam for verbal interrogation until such time as they can answer the question. 

NPRC EO 04-01 will become effective May 16, 2004 and shall remain in effect until superceded or withdrawn.

OK: That was fun, but you get the idea!
Next topic: the NPRC 2004 Spring Test. The test was a surprising success, due in large part to our extensive marketing campaign. A total of 84 dogs ran, the weather was exceptionally great, and the club netted around $1500 profit from the event. I want to thank: the Test Chairman Mike George and the Test Secretary Larry Housman; the NPRC judges Jon Vernam, Jeff Reibling and Frank Plewa; our import judge, John Cowlbeck, and, all the NPRC members and friends who helped. Great Job!!

In closing I want to congratulate Mike Tome and newly titled MHR WR Pondview’s Bar None (Bar) on the completion of their Master Hunter Retriever Title! (See article on page four). 








Guns Up, Dog to the Line!








Tom Johnston
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2004 NPRC OFFICERS

President:
Tom Johnston
717-444-3691
   tkjohnston at pa dot netemail:  




Vice-President: jonvernam at yahoo dot comemail:  Jon Vernam
717-834-4074
   


Sec/Treasurer:
Karen Johnston
717-444-3691
   email: tkjohnston at pa dot net
Training:
Frank Plewa        717-334-7135
   email:  swampcop at superpa dot net
Newsletter:        Larry Housman
410-837-5873       email:  lshousman at netzero dot com 
Board of Directors

Eric Zeisloft
717-292-9158
email:  ericzeisloft at aol dot com
                          

Mike George
410-388-1570   email:  ravenmaniac411 at comcast dot net
     
   

Jeff Riebling
717-630-9422
email:  jriebling at juno dot com


Bruce Jenkins
717-258-6197
email: scuzlbt at aol dot com
_________________________________________________________                       _________

CLUB SPONSORS
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Frank Plewa -
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Gettysburg, PA 17325
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BOILING SPRINGS, PENNSYLVANIA

_________________________________________________________                       _________

WAY TO GO

Mike Tome and Bar


1 Senior pass at the NPRC Spring Test in March – MHR Title!
Jackie Lutskus and Rockie

2 Started passes at the NPRC Spring Test in March

Bruce Jenkins and Otis


1 Senior pass at the NPRC Spring Test in March






2 Senior passes at the Navesink River RC Test in April

Kevin Kevlos and Jake


1 Intermediate pass at the NPRC Spring Test in March

Bob Andrews and Nitro


2 Started passes at the NPRC Spring Test in March

Marty Kane and Brandy


1 Started pass at the NPRC Spring Test in March
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THE SENIOR TRAIL OF AN OLD MAN AND HIS DOG by Tom Johnston

At approximately 4:30 PM on March 26, 2004 an old chocolate dog finished a trail and delivered an old duck to an old-looking handler.

To many people it was simply another NAHRA Senior Trailing test. But, to the old man and his dog this was the end of a much longer NAHRA trail that had spanned many years. 

This trail was the completion of something that had started almost eight years ago when the young pup and his new dog found NPRC and NAHRA. The young pup fell in love with the NAHRA philosophy and became a central part of NPRC. What the young pup loved about NAHRA and NPRC was its commitment to improve the quality of hunting retrievers and the fellowship of like-minded hunters who shared his values. What the young pup hated about NAHRA was the politics of where the program was going. 

In short order the young chocolate dog earned his WR and proceeded to Senior with good success. Over this time the “WR” became a true working retriever in the rivers and marshes of Maryland. As the real field experience combined with the field test experience the crisp chocolate dog began to look like an MHR. The man and his dog earned three senior qualifications. 

But things changed for the old man. The politics of NAHRA became unbearable and the old man’s life trail led in a different direction. But the crisp chocolate stayed the same, always loyal, always ready to run a NAHRA test or run a crippled goose on the river. In many ways the chocolate dog was the only thing in the old man’s life that did not change.

[image: image2.jpg]


       [image: image3.jpg]



      Bar and Mike running the land blind at the March Test…
      And basking in the afterglow (Tom Johnston photo)

From time to time the old man and the old dog would show up at a NPRC training session. Mostly to exercise the dog’s body and refresh the man’s spirit. But they never earned the last senior qualification need to complete the MHR title. People commented that this old chocolate dog was pretty sharp, pretty well trained (despite the old man). Damn shame the dog never finished its MHR. 

In the end the old man realized that he could not give up on the old dog, because this old dog had never given up on him. He entered the old chocolate dog in one last senior test. 

On March 26, 2004 at the age of 10 years and 2 months, WR Pondview’s Bar None (Bar) completed his fourth NAHRA Senior qualification and earned the title of Master Hunting Retriever. The officers and members of the NPRC congratulate Mike Tome and Bar for the completion of their eight-year senior trail and MHR title. 
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ANNUAL PICNIC AT STARVIEW SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

Our annual picnic and dog follies will likely be held once again at the palatial grounds of the Starview Sportsmen’s Club in beautiful York County on Saturday, July 10th.  Details will be provided as we get closer to the date, but based on previous years, the following information will allow you to plan your attendance.  Post time will be 10 AM. The club will provide hamburgers, hot dogs, rolls and drinks. Please bring a covered dish to share (homemade or purchased – let your personal culinary skills and conscience be your guide).  The trap range will be available for those of you brave enough to shoot in front of others.  Bring your own ammo.

As always, we’ll come up with some great doggie games, so bring the pooches along if you wish, just be very mindful of the weather conditions and plan accordingly.  The pond that is used for the fastest dog competition will be available to cool the dogs, although I am not sure if they will be allowed in the pond prior to the competition, as that may be construed as training on test grounds.

DIRECTIONS:   Take Route 30 to Route 24 (N. Sherman St.) in the York section of Rt. 30. Coming from Rt. 83, this is 9E (or soon to be 21A). Turn North onto Route 24 and follow to Jerusalem School Road. Turn right at the Club's sign. I'm sure we'll have NPRC signs at the turn onto Jerusalem School Road and at the club road.

__________________________________________________________________
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Robert Patton oversees the line at a testy little land triple at the March training session.

__________________________________________________________________

MEMBER UPDATES

Late Renewal:  Nancy & David Weiss, 8512 Rosebud Ct., Middletown, MD 21769; Phone: 301-371-4157  Email: beckygirl@msn.com
New Email addresses:
  Larry Housman -  lshousman@netzero.com



  Mike Minchoff – Minch50@comcast.net
Corrected Phone Number:  Paul David - 717-560-8352
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UPCOMING EVENTS

May 16 - Training Session – York County – 8AM  

June 13 - Training Session – Cumberland County.  

July 10th, 10:00 AM – Annual Picnic – see separate article.

August 15th, 8:00 AM – Training Session – Cumberland County.  

September 12th, 8:00 AM - Training Session – Adams County.  

__________________________________________________________________
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       Chance, Deke and Trouble at the November NPRC Hunt.







Frank Plewa Photo.
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TRAINING TIPS – editors note: As referenced in Tom’s opening message, we’ll be including training tips in each newsletter.  These first two are by Tom and Jon. with a third penned by a couple of our newer members.  

Sit on the Whistle & Steady to Flush by Tom Johnston
I have developed a play training game, which I use to help train for Sit on the Whistle (for blinds and walk-ups) and Steady to Flush. The goal of the game is to get the dog to sit quickly (and stay) when it is in an excited state. 

First the dog must be reasonably reliable at sitting on single whistle blast. This can be taught during yard obedience work by simply using the whistle blast after giving the verbal “sit” command, and then eventually drop the verbal and use just the whistle blast. That done it is now time to have some fun and train at the same time.

This play training is done while exercising the dog with either tennis ball or happy bumper retrieves, and goes like this:

1) Every fourth or fifth retrieve I fake the throw and the dog takes off in the direction of the fake throw. (Remember this is done clearly outside formal training; the dog is not being steady).

2) Before the dog realizes they have been duped BLAST the whistle (and at first yell SIT). Make the dog sit (it may take a few whistles and verbals the first time).

3) When the dog sits throw the ball/bumper and immediately release to dog to make the retrieve. Make sure the dog hears you release them to make the retrieve!!! Otherwise you are play training it to break the SIT command.
4) Eventually the dog will learn: The faster I sit, the quicker I get to make the retrieve. This teaches dogs to quickly sit in an excited state, like walk-ups, blinds, or handling on a mark.

5) Once the dog is automatic with sitting before completing the retrieve, you can expand this play training game to include training for steady to flush.

6) To do this, do the same thing: fake the throw, blast the whistle, and make the dog sit. Only now do not release the dog- reinforce the SIT or STAY command and then throw the ball/bumper. Reinforce the SIT-STAY while the ball/bumpers is in the air and again when it hits the ground.

7) If the dog is steady release for the retrieve. IF NOT, stop the dog and return them to the original sit location, reestablish the sit, return to your original throw location, and release the dog. When you are starting this, first throw the ball/bumper so the dog has to go past you to make the retrieve. This allows you to intercept the breaking dog as it passes.

8) Eventually, you should be able to sit the dog and drop a bumper 10 or 15 feet from the dog and have it remain steady.

This drill cannot replace formal training for walk-ups, blinds, or flushes. But it does give you an opportunity to work on these skills much more often and it allows you to add productive training to an exercise session. 
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TRAINING TIPS (continued)    

The ABCs of Dog Training by Jon Vernam
Being a simple man with a simple mind, I like simple concepts.  I heard one the other day that I think defines dog training very well.  The concept is this.  Teach the dogs his “ABCs” first, then teach the “words”.  When he understands the “words”, teach him the “sentences” and only after the dog fully understands the “sentences” will it understand the true “meaning”.

Simple and you can apply it to any number of training concepts.  Handling, which is one that I’m working on now comes to mind.  You can’t go out one evening and line the pup up for a 100-yard blind and send it, introducing whistle sits and casts as needed.  Obviously the pup is going to be completely unsuccessful and learn nothing.

A better approach is to first teach it the “ABCs”.  Sit on the whistle, lining drills, and baseball.  When the pup has these concepts down, you can move on to the “words” – sitting remotely, selection lining drills, and combined casting drills (right/left overs, backs, angle backs, angle ins, etc.).  When the “words” are completely taught, the “sentences” start.  Lining to a pile with a sit whistle and back cast on the way out, “T” and double “T” drills.  Only after the pup has the “sentences” put together can you go out and run a cold blind.  And even here, it helps to break it down first into simple concepts and build in more complexity as you see progress.  The introduction to water blinds follows the same concept.  Break it down into simple concepts and increase the complexity as the pup progresses.  Letters, words, sentences, understanding.  Simple!

__________________________________________________________________

THE  FURTHER ADVENTURES OF CARBON AND KERNEL – This month, the pups discuss their own training tips…

Lining to the pile by Carbon and Kernel

Kernel:  Carbon, I notice that some of the dogs at training don’t do as well lining to the pile    

   when they increase the distance out to 100 yards or so.  What can their humans do to 
    
   get them back on line?

Carbon: Well Kernel, for starters they can move back up closer – build on their success at the                 
    shorter distances and then move gradually back out again.

Kernel:  That sounds reasonable, although I think one needs to analyze what’s really going on.  
   
    It is quite apparent to me that if the dog isn’t going straight to the pile, his attention is 

    wandering and he’s paying too much attention to his surroundings.  The way to deal 

    with that is to make the straight line to the pile more attractive than the surrounding 

    area.

Carbon:  Good idea Kernel, but how do you do that?
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THE  FURTHER ADVENTURES OF CARBON AND KERNAL (continued)

Kernel:  Well, for starters, I would think that if you dragged a 4-5# chuck roast, cooked to 

    medium rare, right along the ground on the selected line, you’d have your dog taking a 
     
    laser line to the pile.  If you were still having problems, I’d suggest cutting the roast 

    into small bite-sized pieces, and leaving a trail down the line.  While there will be 
 
    some delay as pup eats each piece, the line to the pile will undoubtedly be very tight.

Carbon:  That is such a good idea, I can’t understand why the boss never taught us that way.  
  
    Maybe it’s because the Amish don’t eat meat?  I wonder if it would help to put the   
     
     meat chunks on white paper plates to give more of a visual cue?  I would think so.
Kernel:   I have to agree.  Let’s get with Val and see if she’ll work on it with us.  Trouble is    

    always saying what a soft touch she is.

Editor’s note:  While the precocious youngsters are very literate for their age, at heart they are idiots.  Please don’t try this at home!  Note to Frank:  You still have to pay for both at the next training session!
______________________________________________________________________________

MINDLESS RAMBLINGS  
While being mindful of not wanting to swell his head too much, I’d like to add my congratulations to Mike and Bar for their performance at our Spring test.  I think Tom really nailed the pair in his article.  I was one of those folks who always admired Bar’s work and wondered why Mike didn’t get that last pass for the MHR.

Mike cut back his NPRC activities at about the same time I joined the club, so I didn’t really get to know him very well back then.  My first real experience with him was when Nils and I ran an Intermediate test under him down in Virginia many years ago.  He set up the hardest 30-yard water blind I’ve ever seen in my life, but since he passed us I don’t hold it against him.  And then his kids got old enough for little league and we only saw him about two-three times a year.  But he was always a good guy to hang around a winger station with when he did make a guest appearance, and it’s really nice to see Bar and him finally get the MHR.

*     *     *     *     *     *

When I start the newsletter each quarter, I usually pull up the one from the same quarter the year before and use it as a template, which makes the schedule and directions easier to deal with since they rarely change.  What it also does is give me an opportunity to see what we were up to the year before, and compare what’s happened over the ensuing twelve months.  This time around quite a bit has changed.  In 2003 we had about 30 dogs in our Spring test, were fighting the use of DFT’s, not running tests at many nearby clubs, and struggling with the lack of input into the management of NAHRA.  Now that we’ve moved into 2004, we’ve had the biggest Spring test ever, DFT’s are banned for all tests, we have genuine representation on the Board of Directors of NAHRA, and several of us are making plans to run down in Virginia again in late May for a test.  Things are much better, but we’re not out of the woods yet.
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MINDLESS RAMBLINGS  (continued)
The Mid-Atlantic region has cut back their testing programs this year, so we are still short of test opportunities to our south.  The Southern Maryland club seems to have disappeared from the 

face of the earth. The threat of bird quarantines is always in the background, and with it the possibility that DFT’s may again raise their ugly heads.  NPRC’s position against their use in any form has already been clearly communicated to NAHRA management, and we are on the same wavelength as most of the other NE region clubs.  If you are new to the club and don’t understand the issues involved, grab one of our board members at a training session and we’ll be glad to go over it with you.

*     *     *     *     *     *

As was mentioned earlier, we made a pot-load of money on the Spring test.  Those of you that keep up with such things will know that we generally make about $50 at the most, and usually lose money, so to make solid four figures is great news.  I don’t know how we’ll spend the extra money (fix those #%&@*%$ wingers???) but it’s nice to have the opportunities the extra money will give us.  

But the really nice thing about the Spring test was the general good feeling that pervaded the whole affair.  The extra people brought more energy to the test, and even though I finished up pretty exhausted by Sunday evening, it was unquestionably worth all the work.  The people that were there really wanted to be there – handlers, officials and workers.  And that’s what made it a great test.  So thank you again to all of you that helped out.  And if you weren’t able to make it, make sure you do so for our Fall test.  Even if you aren’t running a dog at all, I guarantee you that you’ll not only have a great time, but learn a lot about dog work just from observing what’s going on around you.

*     *     *     *     *     *

I just want to briefly say that any article associated with one of my dogs that may have recently appeared in a glossy retriever magazine was subject to the ham-handed and illiterate revisions of corporate editors, and bears only a passing resemblance to any prose I may have forwarded to them many months ago.  But I thought Victoria’s picture turned out well.

*     *     *     *     *     *

Our own Sten Schwandt has asked me to pass along the fact that he would love to have your used 10 gauge hulls.  So take ‘em away from the kids, collect any you have laying around the house, and bring them to any training session and we’ll make sure Sten gets them.  In all likelihood we won’t be generating many until next hunting season, but you never know.  Loyal member that he is, Sten will donate .10¢ per hull to the club, up to the point where his wife finds out what he’s up to, or 1000 hulls, whichever comes first.
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MORE SPRING TEST PICTURES (courtesy Tom Johnston)
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As Test Chairman, Mike George walked

         Butch and Sundance after a long day judging.

softly but carried a big stick. He will

have no more trouble from these ducks.
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Ever the perfectionist, Frank Plewa rehearses a bird boy. 

This is a picture of:











a) a contented nprc judge, or










b) a contented nprc handler, or










c) a contented nprc garden gnome.

NORTHERN PIEDMONT RETRIEVER CLUB

1278 Battery Avenue

Baltimore, Maryland  21230-4302

