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  NORTHERN PIEDMONT                       RETRIEVER CLUB   

Dedicated to promoting the skills and breeding of working retrievers.

A NAHRA Affiliated Organization 
                        2004 Third Quarter Newsletter

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:

I have been President of this club for seven years. And each quarter for seven years I have tried to write some type of message that reflects upon important doings or ideals of the club. I have lectured, expounded, advised, nagged, and in more than one case, rambled without evident point on a wide range of topics. Except for the third quarter. Written some time in early August this message is always the same thing as the previous year. It is always about the up coming Field Test scheduled for September 24, 25 and 26. 

The reason the third quarter message is always the same is because this test is the most important thing we do each year. Simply put, without this test there would be no club. If you have heard this lecture before and already have this weekend on your calendar, no need to read any further. I will see you at the test.  If you are new read on.

NPRC members are afforded unparalleled training and social opportunities for both their dogs and themselves. As you know these include: monthly training sessions (with live birds), access to a variety of great training grounds, two or three local field tests each year, pheasant hunt, annual banquet, picnic, and access to a dedicated network of other trainers and gundoggers. And you get all this for just $30 a year and $10 per training session. NPRC cannot provide these types of events and services for this kind of money. This is where the annual fall NAHRA field test comes into play. The fall field test is how we make the money, which allows us to provide this type of fun for such a cheap ticket. 

The field test is a big event with 3 Senior tests, 2 Intermediate tests, and 2 Started tests, a gun raffle, an auction (new this year), a banquet, and a Friday night steak-out. Most years we have between 150 and 200 dogs entered and about 75 to 100 people around for the weekend. It is a lot of work, but it is worth it, we make a lot of money. This is how we can keep the price of membership and training sessions so low. But we need every club member to help to make this work. 

The Test Chairmen this year is Frank Plewa. You can call him at (717) 334-7135 or email him at swampcop at superpa dot net  Call early so you can get one of the “good jobs” before they are all assigned. If Frank has to call and “draft” you, you may not like your job.


Guys, this is your club. This test is an important part of being able to do the things we have enjoyed in the past. It is time for each member to step up and help. 


Guns up, Dog to the line.







Tom Johnston







President, NPRC, Inc.
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2004 NPRC OFFICERS

President:
Tom Johnston
717-444-3691
   tkjohnston at pa dot netemail:  




Vice-President: jonvernam at yahoo dot comemail:  Jon Vernam
717-834-4074
   


Sec/Treasurer:
Karen Johnston
717-444-3691
   email: tkjohnston at pa dot net
Training:
Frank Plewa        717-334-7135
   email:  swampcop at superpa dot net
Newsletter:        Larry Housman
410-837-5873       email:  lshousman at netzero dot com 
Board of Directors

Eric Zeisloft
717-292-9158
email:  ericz at suscom dot net
                          

Mike George
410-388-1570   email:  ravenmaniac411 at comcast dot net
     
   

Jeff Riebling
717-630-9422
email:  jriebling at juno dot com


Bruce Jenkins
717-258-6197
email: scuzlbt at aol dot com
______________________________________________________________________________

CLUB SPONSORS
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Frank Plewa -
1479 Hanover Road
Gettysburg, PA 17325
7173347135




MIKE TOME                                    BRUCE JENKINS

BRUNSWICK, MD                          BOILING SPRINGS, PA

______________________________________________________________________________
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Bob Andrews milks his bad arm for all it’s worth at the Spring NPRC Test
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WAY TO GO

Mike George and Raven


1 Senior pass at the Mid-Atlantic Test in May

Tom Johnston and Mabel


1 Junior pass at the NFRA Test in June

Tom Johnston and Gadget


1 Senior pass (FTW) at the NFRA Test in June

Dotty Waldrep and Spinner

2 Intermediate passes @ the Mid-Atlantic Test in May – WR Title!!

Frank Plewa and Shea


2 Senior passes at the Western NY Retriever Club Test in May






1 Intermediate pass @ the WNY Ret. Club Test in May – WR Title!!






2 Senior passes at the Lake Champlain Test in June
Frank Plewa and Trouble


3 Master passes (all FTW!) at the NFRA Test in June
Dave Henderson and Deke


2 Senior passes at the Western NY Retriever Club Test in May

 




Intermediate Regional Pass at Leatherstocking in June






1 Senior Pass at Leatherstocking in June






2 Senior passes at the SWPA Test in August
Jackie Lutskus and Rockie


1 Started Pass at Leatherstocking in June

Jackie Lutskus and Silkie


Started Regional Pass at Leatherstocking in June

Jeff Riebling and Kali


1 Senior pass at the SWPA Test in August

Bob Andrews and Nitro


1 Started pass at the SWPA Test in August  - SR Title!!
Marty Kane and Brandy


1 Started pass at the SWPA Test in August  

Marty Kane and Rocky


1 Started pass at the SWPA Test in August  
Larry Housman and Nils


2 Senior passes at the Mid-Atlantic Test in May






2 Senior passes at the Lake Champlain Test in June

Larry Housman and The Goon

2 Junior passes at the NFRA Test in June

__________________________________________________________________

MEMBER UPDATES

New email address:
 Eric Zeisloft   ericz@suscom.net
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Frank & Kernel, Jon & Maggie, Tom & Mabel, Mike & Gauge.  Photo courtesy Jackie Lutskus
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ANNUAL PICNIC AT STARVIEW SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

Our annual picnic and dog follies were held once again at the palatial grounds of the Starview Sportsmen’s Club in beautiful York County on Saturday, July 10th.    Thanks again to Dennis and Sherry for setting this up and being such gracious hosts, and also to the Johnston’s for their efforts, particularly for commemorating my increasingly futile march to the grave in such a memorable fashion.

Prizes were awarded in a number of categories, but since I received none of them, I was too bitter to remember who won what.  Other than that pinnacle of picnic awards:  The Fastest Dog.  That honor went to Bob Andrews and Nitro, who just edged out Mike George and Raven. The win was not without controversy, however, as I personally feel that Raven was blinded by the reflection off Bob’s legs, and got a late start.  Those of you that were there will vouch for the fact that Bob obviously hasn’t worn shorts since the early 80’s, as I haven’t seen that much white since the last Robert Byrd KKK rally in Wheeling.
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In a blinding flash of light, Bob Andrews sends Nitro off to victory in
                Nils expresses his displeasure at the whole affair.

the fastest dog competition finals.  Raven still seems dazed.

[image: image6.jpg]


           [image: image7.jpg]



     Robin Mongold, Jeff Riebling & Tom Johnston

 I believe this is Mike Minchoff’s Gauge hogging all the bumpers!

     entertain the crowd at half time with  their famous 

    bratwurst review.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

September 12th, 8:00 AM - Training Session – State Game Lands #249, Heidlersburg, Adams County.  Directions: From Gettysburg take Route 15 North for approximately 10 miles to the Heidlersburg/Biglerville Exit (PA Route 234/Heidlersburg Road). Turn left at the top of the ramp and you will be going west on Route 234.  Go approximately 2 miles and look for the orange NPRC signs that will direct you to the parking area.  From the north, take the Route 234 exit and turn right on Rt. 234.  If we use an alternate area on the gamelands, we’ll have the orange signs oriented accordingly so follow them instead of these directions.

September 18th – “Becoming An Outdoors Woman” Seminar” to be held near Reading.  Please contact Tom Johnston if you can help.

September 19th ??, 1:00 PM & 4 PM – Demonstration, Middlecreek Waterfowl Festival.  Contact Tom Johnston if you can help.
September 24-26th – Fall Hunt Test –  Cumberland County.

October 10th – Training Session, 8:00 AM – Location to be determined

November 13th – NPRC Hunt - Perry County – location to be determined.

November 14th – Training Session, 8:00 AM - Perry County

December 12th – Training Session, 8:00 AM - Adams County.  Directions: West on Route 30 to the square (round intersection) in Gettysburg.  Turn right onto Carlisle Street (PA Route 34) and proceed north to West Broadway Street, which is one block past the only light you will see.  Turn left onto Broadway Street and continue along Broadway to College Avenue.  Turn right onto College Avenue, which will quickly bend to the left.  This is now Mummasburg Road, which will lead you to the site approximately 2 miles outside Gettysburg.  We’ll have the orange signs out, so look for them.
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 An interested Frank watches Tom and Gadget set off on the 
      Diva and Belle get acquainted at the picnic. 

NFRA Senior upland series.
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THE  FURTHER ADVENTURES OF CARBON AND KERNEL – The precocious lads have apparently been quite an embarrassment to Frank and Val, who have forbidden them from submitting any more columns.  However, I had a little chat with Carbon at the last training session, while Kernel distracted Frank by ignoring a couple of whistles, and made a deal with them to be back in the next issue, with their unique run-down on our Fall Test.

__________________________________________________________________
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Otis and Belle kicking back. Photo courtesy Bruce Jenkins.
__________________________________________________________________

MINDLESS RAMBLINGS  


The NFRA test up in New York was a blast, and I’d really like us to seriously consider putting on one down here in 2005.  While I didn’t see every test, the ones I did see were well thought out, tough, but very doable with a well-trained dog.  There was a different rhythm to the marks, because you got a shot without a preceding duck call, but it didn’t seem to bother the dogs at all.  The competitive aspect, for me at least, added an interesting element to how I ran my dog, although since we were never really close to a FTW (Field Test Winner) in the end it didn’t much matter.  I think once the program gets a little more established and the number of entries goes up, running for a FTW instead of just trying to get a pass will really add a little something extra to running their tests.

*     *     *     *     *     *


We had an interesting and productive training session over the weekend at the Newville grounds.  Frank spent quite a bit of time going over some drills for younger dogs, with Tom and Mabel assisting in the demonstration.  Following that, we ran our usual triple with a blind setup, and in a different location, an upland scenario.  Unfortunately, we had several participants who ran their dog(s) in each scenario, and then left, without taking their turn in the field.  Folks, that gets old real quick.  If each of us throws for 5-6 dogs and then switches out, nobody will get stuck out in the field for an unreasonable amount of time.  But Sunday, we had several people that spent literally hours out manning stations because nobody volunteered to relieve them.  Some of those people were newbies attending their first training session.  What do you think are the chances of them coming back again, after we treat them like that right out of the box?  In the future, please keep in mind that your $10 fee pays for the birds, not my labor.  So, if you expect me to sit in a hot field throwing marks for your dogs, you damn well better get your butt out and throw for my dogs!

NPRC                         2004 Third Quarter Newsletter                              Page 7

MINDLESS RAMBLINGS  (continued)


And while I’m on a training session rant, one more thing.  If you have a young, inexperienced, or whatever dog, and we’ve given you some drills to work on, or specific training techniques to try to hopefully address some problem(s) you’re having, please work on those areas between training sessions.  It’s very obvious that some folks are doing little, if any work between sessions, and then coming to training with the same performance issues they had before.  Now, if you’ve really been trying to work on something and the dog just isn’t getting it, we’re glad to keep working with you to solve the problem.    This club has a wealth of knowledge to bring to bear.  But if you aren’t willing or able to do the hard work yourself during the month,  you’re really just wasting everybody’s valuable time trying to work on it one Sunday a month with us.  Our training sessions can help you identify problems, and from there we can help get you a plan to address those problems, but nothing is going to get solved in a meaningful way in the course of one afternoon a month.  Dogs learn by repetition, and drills are what get you where you want to go.  We’ll show you the drills, but YOU have to do them with your dog.  If you choose not to do that, it is certainly nobody’s business but yours, but then realize that we can’t repeat the same mark six times for you at a training session because you haven’t done the work you needed to do prior to driving up Sunday morning.  So if you are truly willing to put forth the effort necessary to get your dog where you want to go, we’ll help you every step of the way.  But don’t expect us to do it for you one day a month.


There, I feel much better.  Thank you very much for your indulgence.

*     *     *     *     *     *


NAHRA is trying to once again hold a National Invitational for qualifying Senior dogs in 2005.  While it will probably be held someplace in the Mountain time zone, and therefore we likely won’t have too many of our dogs participating, I’m just glad to see that NAHRA has regained enough strength and membership to put it on.  The last two that were held were in Iowa and Canada, and I believe the average attendance was in the 40’s.  With such a low attendance, the events were big money losers, hence the need to suspend them after the 2001 edition.  In subsequent years the event will probably move to the east coast, and we’ll have many of our dogs involved.  So you guys with new puppies this year are on notice to get ready!

*     *     *     *     *     *

I believe I previously sent everyone some information on the Delta Waterfowl Retriever Event that will be held in Maryland on September 18th.  Their website is http://www.delmarvadeltawaterfowl.com and it gives you all the information on their test.  They are really interested in attracting young, fairly inexperienced dogs to the event, so if you are in the started/intermediate category this is the test for you.  Any dog that has ever passed a senior test is ineligible, and in the lower classification, dogs that have passed an intermediate test are ineligible, so the competition should be fair and the tests challenging but within reason.  The organizers are not restricted by a rulebook, so I expect that they’ll have some pretty unusual tests, with the intent of really trying to duplicate a day a field.  Entries are limited to 30 dogs in each test, so the judges will have time to do some involved scenarios. They also have a puppy class for the really young dogs.  A recent addition to the affair is that the organizers will be putting all the entrants into a drawing for a new bumper boy.  With a maximum entry of 60, that means pretty good odds.  To qualify for the drawing, your entry must be in by September 1st.   So if you have a dog at this level, and I know that as a club we have a bunch, think seriously about entering.  It’s being held at Rebel Ridge Farms, which is not that long a drive for most of us, and the money will go to a good cause.
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MINDLESS RAMBLINGS  (continued)

I want to close with a last story about the NFRA test.  As some of you know, there was a terrible car accident early Sunday morning that involved Shane Mehringer, one of the judges from Arkansas, and Miriam Wade from Vermont, who has run our tests in the past.  The accident took place at the entrance to test headquarters, so luckily, many people were right there when it happened, including Frank and Val.  The ambulance was called right away, and they had friendly hands to help them while they waited.  Both are going to be fine, but at the time it was bad enough that we weren’t sure, and the driver of the other car  went out on a helicopter.  So it was very bad.  And both Shane and Miriam spent days in Syracuse Hospitals  (for some reason not the same one).  Neither one knew a soul from the area, nor had any nearby relatives.  But all the dog folk rallied around and took care of them until they were able to make their way home.  Dan Kotarski and his wife picked up Miriam from the hospital and kept her at their house for a couple of extra days until one of her relatives could drive down from Vermont to take her home.  And people took care of her Golden, Kate, who first had to go to the emergency vet since she was in the accident as well, and then kept her while Miriam was in the hospital.  The nursing staff at the hospital at one point asked them both if they were some sort of celebrity because of all the cards, flowers, etc. that they got, mostly from the dog people.  And with rare exceptions, Shane and Miriam had only met most of these people the day before the accident, or if they knew them previously, it was through the

Retriever Training Forum on the internet.  So it’s nice to know that when the chips are down, we dog folk are a hardy and loyal lot, and will do the right thing when it’s required.
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The participants begin to gather for the Fastest Dog competition at the July Picnic.
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A seasoned competitor develops many skills.  Here
       Miss Daisy says, “Train, don’t complain” at the club picnic.

our own president, Tom Johnston, demonstrates an

alternative use of a training dummy at the NFRA test.

NORTHERN PIEDMONT RETRIEVER CLUB

1278 Battery Avenue

Baltimore, Maryland  21230-4302

