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  NORTHERN PIEDMONT                       RETRIEVER CLUB   

Dedicated to promoting the skills and breeding of working retrievers.

A NAHRA Affiliated Organization 
                        2005 Second Quarter Newsletter

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:

Greetings everyone,

Wow, is it almost June?  It doesn’t seem that long ago that we were wondering if the ice would ever melt!

The club certainly has been busy and I want to thank everyone for their support.  Our Spring test went well, aside from some wet weather, but the club did their usual fine job of putting on a first class test.

For those who attended the Benefit in Virginia, I think you’ll agree that it was a memorable experience and NPRC represented themselves very well.  For all who ran dogs and helped work the senior stake, the club is most appreciative.  A special thanks once again to club members who attended and helped and didn’t run dogs.  Your commitment to the club and NAHRA is exceptional.  

NAHRA’s president, Jeff Smith also attended the Benefit and gave an inspirational speech that gives us all hope that the issues of the past are receding and that there is a bright future ahead.  There’s no question that we are being led by someone very dedicated to the success of this program. 

One thing that strikes me after being at the Benefit and from running tests at other clubs is that we at Northern Piedmont have something special as a club.  Our membership is active and when we put on a training session or a hunt test, the spirit of cooperation is very evident.  This is in large part due to some core members who I won’t mention but you all know who they are.  If you all get a chance sometime, please thank them.  They have built up a club dedicated to our dogs and in the process, have created a very unique social and training environment.  

Relative to our training sessions, by the level of attendance, it appears that we are meeting the needs of most.  For those interested in additional help relative to a specific need, please do not hesitate to ask one of the more experienced handlers in the club for help.  This is the real strength of the club.  There also may be an opportunity to have Mike Stewart from the Wildrose Kennels in Oxford, Mississippi come up for a two day training seminar.  Stay tuned!

NPRC is sponsoring  a  NFRA test June 18th & 19th.  For those wanting another venue to run in, this one sounds like a good match for what we train for.  Please come out to help, run dogs, and support the club.

I hope to see all of you at the Regional at Leatherstocking June 4th & 5th , our training session June 12th, our picnic July 9th, and other hunt test locations.  Check out the club’s website at http://nprc.tripod.com/calendar.html to keep up with all the club’s activities.

Let’s go play with the pups!

Jon
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2005 NPRC OFFICERS

President:          jonvernam at yahoo dot comemail:  Jon Vernam
   717-834-4074
    



Vice-President: nitro1 at dejazzd dot com email:  Bob Andrews
    610-473-2299   


Sec/Treasurer:
 Tom Johnston
   717-444-3691     email: tkjohnston at pa dot net
Training:
 Frank Plewa        717-334-7135
    email:  swampcop at superpa dot net
Newsletter:         Larry Housman   410-837-5873     email:  lshousman at netzero dot com 
Board of Directors

Dotty Waldrep
717-292-9158

                          

Mike George
410-388-1570   email:  ravenmaniac411 at comcast dot net
     
   

Jeff Riebling
717-630-9422
email:  jriebling at aol dot com


Bruce Jenkins
717-258-6197
email: scuzlbt at aol dot com
______________________________________________________________________________

CLUB SPONSORS
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 Jon Vernam and Lea with their WR qualifying ribbons at Western NY  on 5/22/05
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WAY TO GO

Dotty Waldrep and Spinner

2 Senior Passes at the NPRC Test in April

2 Senior Passes at the Shenandoah Valley RC in April – MHR Title!! 

Senior pass at the NAHRA Benefit in May

Mike Minchoff and Gauge


2 Started passes at the NAHRA Benefit in May






Started pass at the Navesink RC in May

Jeff Riebling and Kali


2 Senior passes at the NAHRA Benefit in May






Senior Pass at the Navesink RRC in May (w/ Frank)

Larry Housman and Nils


Senior Pass at the NPRC Test in April
Senior Pass at the Shenandoah Valley RC in April

Larry Housman and The Goon

Senior Pass at the Shenandoah Valley RC in April

Intermediate pass at the NAHRA Benefit in May

Jon Vernam and Lea


2 Intermediate passes at the NAHRA Benefit in May






2 Intermediate passes at the WNY RC in May – WR Title!!!
Dino Dipaola and Pete 


Senior Pass at the NPRC Test in April

2 Senior passes at the NAHRA Benefit in May



Senior Pass at the Navesink RRC in May

Dino Dipaola and Mel  


2 Started passes at the NAHRA Benefit in May






Started Pass at the Navesink RRC in May ???

Bill Whiteford and Raven


2 Senior passes at the NAHRA Benefit in May

Bill Whiteford and Cricket


2 Senior passes at the NAHRA Benefit in May

Bill Whiteford and Cinder


2 Senior passes at the NAHRA Benefit in May

Dave Henderson and Deke 

2 Senior passes at the Navesink RRC in May – GMHR Title!!

Frank Plewa and Trouble


Won the Super Singles at the NAHRA Benefit in May

Frank Plewa and Kernel


2 Senior Passes at the NPRC Test in April






2 Senior Passes at the HHHRA Test in April





2 Senior passes at the NAHRA Benefit in May – MHR Title!!





2 Senior passes at the Navesink RRC in May 
Frank Plewa and Carbon


2 Senior Passes at the HHHRA Test in April






2 Senior passes at the NAHRA Benefit in May






2 Senior passes at the Navesink RRC in May – MHR Title!!

Mike George and Raven


Senior Pass at the NPRC Test in April

Steve Gray and Scout


2 Started  Passes at the NPRC Test in April

John Corman and Annie


Intermediate pass at the NPRC Test in April

Steve Snyder and Casey


Intermediate pass at the NPRC Test in April
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ANNUAL PICNIC AT STARVIEW SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

Our annual picnic and dog follies will likely be held once again at the palatial grounds of the Starview Sportsmen’s Club in beautiful York County on Saturday, July 9th.  Details will be provided as we get closer to the date, but based on previous years, the following information will allow you to plan your attendance.  Post time will be 10 AM. The club will provide hamburgers, hot dogs, rolls and drinks. Please bring a covered dish to share (homemade or purchased – let your personal culinary skills and conscience be your guide).  The trap range will be available for those of you brave enough to shoot in front of others.  Bring your own ammo.

As always, we’ll come up with some great doggie games, so bring the pooches along if you wish, just be very mindful of the weather conditions and plan accordingly.  The pond that is used for the fastest dog competition will be available to cool the dogs, although I am not sure if they will be allowed in the pond prior to the competition, as that may be construed as training on test grounds.

DIRECTIONS:   Take Route 30 to Route 24 (N. Sherman St.) in the York section of Rt. 30. Coming from Rt. 83, this is 9E (or soon to be 21A). Turn North onto Route 24 and follow to Jerusalem School Road. Turn right at the Club's sign. I'm sure we'll have NPRC signs at the turn onto Jerusalem School Road and at the club road.

__________________________________________________________________

JUDGES CLINIC SET FOR JULY 23rd
The club will host a NAHRA Judges clinic on Saturday July 23, 2005 from 9AM – 4PM.  The clinic will be held at the York Springs Lions Club in York Springs, Pennsylvania.  The presenter will be Brad Lindberg, in my opinion one of the best judges NAHRA has ever produced.  The cost will be $20.

NAHRA is in the process of developing additional judging guidelines, one of which will require bi-annual attendance at a judging clinic to remain qualified to judge.  By attending this clinic you may be able to count this attendance towards that future requirement, although that is still subject to approval by the NAHRA Board of Directors.  Nonetheless, getting to soak up knowledge from Brad for an entire day for $20 is the deal of the century, even if you are not sure you ever want to judge.  I guarantee it will make you a better handler in tests.

There is a flyer with more details posted on the NAHRA website, as well as ours.  Please let Tom Johnston know as soon as possible if you will be attending, so we can make the proper provisions for the number participating.
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Into the belly of the beast.  Larry, Robin and Miss Daisy after a successful April foray down south.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

June 12 - Training Session – Bill Frotscher Farm, Newburg, Cumberland County.  

Directions:  From Route I-81, take the Newville exit (#11) route 233 North to Newville.  Turn left at the light on Route 641 and proceed approximately 7 miles west on Route 641 and look for the NPRC signs.

June 18-19th, 8:00 AM – NFRA Test - State Game Lands #249, Heidlersburg, Adams County.  

Directions: From Gettysburg take Route 15 North for approximately 10 miles to the Heidlersburg/Biglerville Exit (PA Route 234/Heidlersburg Road). Turn left at the top of the ramp and you will be going west on Route 234.  Go approximately 2 miles and look for the orange NPRC signs that will direct you to the parking area.  From the north, take the Route 234 exit and turn right on Rt. 234.  If we use an alternate area on the game lands, we’ll have the orange signs oriented accordingly so follow them instead of these directions.
July 9th, 10:00 AM – Annual Picnic – see separate article.

July 23rd, 9:00 AM – Judges Clinic – see separate article.

July 30th, 10:00 AM – Delta Waterfowl Retriever Shootout – Elkton, Maryland – see Mindless Ramblings
August 14th, 8:00 AM – Training Session – State Game Lands #169, Newville, Cumberland County.  Directions: From Route 81 take the Newville Exit.  North on Route 233 about one mile to stop sign and flashing traffic light.  Continue straight through this intersection and go about 3 miles to the traffic light in Newville.  Turn left on Route 641 and after about 5 ½ miles look for the orange NPRC signs.  Turn right on Oakville Road.  Go about 1-½ miles to a stop sign and turn right onto Mountain Road.  Go about one mile to Gamelands Road and turn right. Go about ½ mile to Bridgewater Road (bearing right twice to stay on Bridgewater Road).  There are several ways to access the training area, so once you are on route 641 look for our signs.  If the signs differ from the above directions, obviously follow the signs.

September 11th, 8:00 AM - Training Session – State Game Lands #249, Heidlersburg, Adams County.  Directions: From Gettysburg take Route 15 North for approximately 10 miles to the Heidlersburg/Biglerville Exit (PA Route 234/Heidlersburg Road). Turn left at the top of the ramp and you will be going west on Route 234.  Go approximately 2 miles and look for the orange NPRC signs that will direct you to the parking area.  From the north, take the Route 234 exit and turn right on Rt. 234.  If we use an alternate area on the game lands, we’ll have the orange signs oriented accordingly so follow them instead of these directions.

September 23-25th  – Fall Test – State Game Lands #169, Newville, Cumberland County.  
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 Dirt Bob, Frank and Jackie at the Spring Test Senior Upland
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MINDLESS RAMBLINGS  
As a brief look at page three will tell you, it’s been a pretty productive spring for NPRC’s dogs.  It’s nice to see so many new names showing up, including at some of the upper levels.  We’ve got four different dogs listed as passing Intermediate tests, and that’s more than we’ve had in quite some time.  And Jim Key’s Zeus is right there as well.  Intermediate is really a big step up, and I’m glad to see some of the hard work that we’ve been doing starting to show results.

*     *     *     *     *     *

I’m glad so many of us had a chance to attend the NAHRA Benefit Test down in Virginia.  It was really a remarkable weekend, and I think all of us that made it down came away with an appreciation of how far back NAHRA has come in the last year.  It’s been quite awhile since any of us ran in a 40 dog Senior.   Everyone there came to show support for the organization, and some of us ran dogs too, but that was really secondary to supporting the game itself.  The banquet and auction was a veritable love-fest, and some of the prices for items were incredibly high ($700 for a used bumper!).  Kim Mandarino won the raffle first prize of a trip to North Dakota, and it was nice to keep the winner in the family.  Special thanks to the folks that came down to help out without even running a dog – that shows remarkable commitment and we all truly appreciate the effort.  I think we’re going to see some of the old Virginia clubs fall by the wayside, and new ones take their place.  Personally, I’m looking forward to having some of the old folks wander off with their rubber ducks, never to be seen again.  And the reemergence of the Old Dominion Retriever Club shows that we can get some new blood and old blood working together.  Please try to support their first test, which will probably take place in the fall.  And by the way, the $700 bumper was previously owned by Richard Wolters, and the purchaser was none other than our esteemed president, Jeff Smith.
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NAHRA’s designated auctioneer, our own Tom Johnston,

     Prior to the start of the festivities, Faith Homan models 

              takes a bid from the floor at the Benefit.                                                                            the NAHRA sponsor jacket
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A remarkably cleaned up Dirt Bob and Penny kick back at the Banquet
      Mike Minchoff basks in the glory of Gauge’s ribbon

NPRC                         2004 Second Quarter Newsletter                              Page 7

MINDLESS RAMBLINGS  (continued)
Please remember our NFRA test coming up in just a few weeks, on June 18-19, 2005.  Entries are being taken by Entry Express, which can be accessed at www.entryexpress.net .  We expect a fairly modest turnout, so if you want a chance to run a pretty straightforward test with a lot of meat to it, but without the crowds, this is your chance.  We’ve got a nice mix of out of town and local judges, and the game lands should be in peak shape for a fun event.  You’re not going to see anything significantly different in these tests than you will in a NAHRA test, but the distances will be a little longer, and the standards a little higher.  You can look at the rules at www.nfra.us .  Particularly if you are not ready to move up a level in NAHRA, running the equivalent level in NFRA will be more challenging than the NAHRA standards, and give you a good gauge on where you are in terms of moving up.  The NFRA Junior stretches out the distances to 100 yards, and requires steadiness and delivery to hand.  The NFRA Senior level requires both a land and water blind, and steady to a flush.  The NFRA Master level stretches things out to 150 yards, but doesn’t have the upland component.   You get a shot but no duck call for marks, but the dogs get 

used to that right away and it didn’t  seemed to phase any of them in the tests we ran last year.  So come on out and join us (and maybe get a different color ribbon than the usual brown camo!)

*     *     *     *     *     *

I haven’t said much about our Spring test, but it was our usual good job with decent numbers.  As is so frequently the case, we had extremes of weather, with Friday’s Senior run in shirtsleeves, and Saturday’s Started run in a driving rainstorm.  It was my first time judging, and boy is that a whole new perspective on things, especially judging your friends, as opposed to judging total strangers.  It wasn’t that I felt I was judging them any differently, but I really felt bad if they didn’t do as well as we hoped.  Now I know what Nils and I have been putting Tom and Frank through for years!  Big thanks to Robin for keeping me on the straight and narrow.  It was also amazing how good the dogs were, especially for so early in the year.  Every single one of the Started dogs delivered to hand, and I’ve never seen that before.  And all the Intermediate dogs did excellent work.  Even the one dog that we didn’t pass did very acceptable work in every series but one, so for the most part it was an easy two tests to judge.  Thanks to all the workers that helped out, and Jackie Lutskus in particular for pulling off a great job in her first outing as secretary (a thankless job if ever there was one).  Special thanks to the Saturday workers, who had to put up with pouring rain the entire time, and never complained.

*     *     *     *     *     *

One last event coming up I want to mention is the Delmarva Chapter of Delta Waterfowl Retriever Shootout, which will be held in Elkton Maryland on July 30th.  A bunch of us ran this event last year, and had a great time, and raised a lot of money for Delta Waterfowl.  Because it’s a benefit, the entry fees are pretty pricey, but they’re tax deductible, and you get to play with your dog all day in some fun tests, and then have a first-rate banquet and auction in the evening.  The chairman of the event, Denny Seabright, is also a big NAHRA supporter, and ran his dog Tigger in the Benefit along with the rest of us.  The grounds at Rebel Ridge Farm are gorgeous, as any of you that may have run AKC tests there in the past can attest.  Entries are limited, and more information is available at their website, http://www.delmarvadeltawaterfowl.org/2005Shootout.html .
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Dave Combs judges Senior at the Spring Test. [image: image10.jpg]


While Rick Johnston works on aerobics.  
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Trish Jagoda and Started pup at the Spring Test         For those of you that have never been to our picnic before, this is what 

the organized confusion of our myriad dog games looks like.  I have no      idea what’s going on here, but I’m sure we all had fun!

NORTHERN PIEDMONT RETRIEVER CLUB

1278 Battery Avenue

Baltimore, Maryland  21230-4302

